Remarks : 

This preliminary amendment is being submitted in an effort to 
correct informalities and provide improved translations of 
certain wording in the initial application. The changes are 
not made for any reason related to the statutory requirements 
for a patent nor does it narrow the scope of the claim for any 
reason related to the statutory requirements for a patent. 
The newly entered claims are fully supported in the original 
claims, and in the claims appended to the Preliminary 
International Examination Report. 

New Figs. 1, 2, and 4 of the drawings are submitted for 
approval. Specifically, reference numeral 7 has been changed 
to 8 . 

An early action on the merits of the application is solicited. 

Please charge any fees that might be due with respect to 
Sections 1.16 and 1.17 to the Deposit Account of Lerner and 
Greenberg, P. A., No. 12-1099. 
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An early action on the merits of the claims is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gregory L. Mayback 
Jteg. No. 40,719 



Lerner and Greenberg, P. A. 
P.O. Box 2480 

Hollywood, Florida 33022-2480 
Tel.: (954) 925-1100 
Fax: (954) 925-1101 
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Marked-up Specification : 

Replace the paragraph beginning on page 4, line 6, with: 
--The invention achieves [this object] its objectives with 
[the features of claims 1 and 8] a method for switching a 
plurality of packet -oriented signals, in particular for 
switching and routing in local area networks based on the 
Ethernet standard. In the method, a respective signal can be 
supplied to a plurality of port units, which each have a 
predetermined number of ports, at one port, a plurality of 
ports or all the ports, and in which a signal is connected 
from a port on a port unit to a port on another port unit by a 
central switching unit coupled to the port units, with signal 
transmission between the port units and the central switching 
unit, and vice versa, being carried out in steps by the 
transmission of data blocks. Each port unit ascertains the 
address information item for each data packet supplied to one 
of its ports and uses this address information item to 
determine the port unit to which the packet needs to be 
transmitted. Each port unit stores the data packet as a 
whole, or segmented into a plurality of cells, in a buffer 
memory associated with said port unit. Each port unit 
compiles, at predetermined intervals of time, availability 
information that indicates to which of the other port units at 
least one data packet or cell needs to be transmitted. The 
port units transmit this availability information to the 
central switching unit . The central switching unit evaluates 
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the availability information and uses a prescribed 
specification to ascertain authorization information which 
indicates from which port units (transmitting port units) a 
respective data packet or cell can be transmitted to which 
other port unit (receiving port units) in the next step or in 
a particular one of the next steps without blocking occurring. 
The central switching unit transmits the authorization 
information at least to the relevant transmitting port units. 
The transmitting port units transmit the particular released 
data packets or cells to the central switching unit. The 
central switching unit connects the necessary paths between 
the transmitting port units and the receiving port units and 
transmits the data packets or cells to the respective 
receiving port units through the connected paths. The 
receiving port units evaluate the address information in the 
received data packets or cells and assign the data packets or 
cells to the relevant ports, if necessary recombining the 
cells received in a plurality of steps into data packets and 
outputting the data packets via the relevant ports . 

The invention also includes an apparatus for carrying out the 
method having a plurality of port units connected to a central 
switching unit. The port units and the central switching unit 
each have a control unit designed for carrying out the steps 
of the method. - - . 
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